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AMENDMENT TO THE CLAIMS i 

1 . (currently amended) A computer implemented system for distributing in real-time^ inventoiy data 
acquired from point-of-sale systems at any one of a plurality of retail systems, comprising: | 

(b)j a) a plurality of in-store systems for processing, storing, and communicating data; 
(e)ife) a plurality of subscriber systems for generating and processing requests for data; 
and 

(4t ^Q) a host system, operably coupled to the in-store systems and the sutscriber 
systems, for processing, storing, and communicating data between the plurality of 
subscriber systems and the plurality of in-store systems. j 

2. (currently amended) The computer implemented system of claim 1, wherein the in-store systems, 

the subscriber systems and the host system are coupled to one another through a commui|ication 

! network configured to transmit and receive data among the in*store systems, the subscriber systems, 

i " ] 

! and the host system, md to support arone of a transmission control protocol^nteni^t pjrotocol 

j (TCP/IP) a ad hypertext transfer protocol Qittp). i 



:3. (previously presented) Tlie computer implemented system of claim 2, wherein each m-store 

! system fun her comprises: • 

I a point-of-sale device used to process sales transactions and generate sales transaction data 

i j 

I and generate inventoiy data at a place of business of amerchant; j 

a memory database used to store merchant identification data^ the sales transaction and 

the inventoiy data; and j 
an in-store communicator used to transmit and receive data in substantially rdal-time 
through said communication network. 

j4. (previously presented) The computer iiiq)lemented system of claim 3, wherein each sut|scriber 
system further comprises: 

a browser component useable by a consumer to access and view the inventory data 

indicative of a given merchant*3 inventoiy, in substantiaUy real-time wii^g said 

communication network; and 
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a virtual store server useable to access inventory data in substantially real-time using said 
communication network and to process online sales of goods or services offejred for 
sale by a given merchant. 

S. (currently amended) The computer implemented system of claim 4, Avhetein the host jsystem 
fiolher comprises: | 

a host system database used to store the inventory data, merchant identiilcaidoD data, and 

(L host system commimicator used to receive and transmit data in substantially real-time 
between a plurality of in-store systems and a plurality of subscriber systemsj^ using 
said communication network; and 

a dLita distributor to process data requests from said subscriber systems. 



6, (previously presented) A method for processing and distributing real-time inventory data through 
a communication network, comprising the steps of: 

traosmitting current inventory data, merchant identification data, and merchant network 

address data fiom an in-store system to a host system over the communication 

netwodc; 

indexing and storing the current inventoiy data, merchant identification data, and mbrRhnnt 
network address data using a host system database at the host system; 

processing requests for inventory data with a data distributor in the host system using said 
indexed and stored inventory data, merchaut identification data, and merchant 
network address daia in response to receiving a request for inventory data firom a 
subscriber system; and 

trai ismitting a response to said subscriber system. 
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7. (previously presented) The method of claim 6, wherein pgrocessing requests comprises: 

usJjig the indexed and stored merchant network address data to initiate communication 
between said host system and said in-stcre system to retrieve inventory data >vhen a 
request is made by said subscriber system. 

8. (previously presented) The method of claim 6, wherein processing requests comprises: 

estiiblishing a communication connection from said in-store system to said host system 

using the communication network; 
triggering said in-store system to transmit current inventory data, merchant identilication 

data» and merchant network address data to said host system; and 
storing transmitted current inventory data, merchant identification data, and merchant 

network address data using said host syst^ database, 

9. (previously presented) The computer implemented system of claim 5> wherein the host [system 
is configured to store a network address for the in-store systems. 

10. (previously presented) The computer implemented system of claim 5, wherein the host 
system is configured to communicate with the in-store systems on behalf of the subscriber 
systems. 

11. (previously presented) The computer implemented system of claim 5, wherein the inventory 
data is seat from the in-store systems to the host system, and wherein the host system is 
configured to either forward the inventory data to the subscriber system or store the inventory 
data in the host system for later access by the subscriber system, 

12. (previously presented) The method of claim 6, wherein the host system stores a rfetwork 
address for the in-store systems. 

13. (previously presented) The method of claim 6, wherein the host system conmixinicates with 
the in-storc system on behalf of the subscriber system. 



CO 



PAGES/1S'RCVDAT1MO0$4:28:16PM[EastemStandardTinie]'SV | 



12/06/2005 15:28 FAI 6123343312 



WESTUAN CHAMPLIN & KELLY 



-5- 



14. (previously presented) The method of claiin 6, wherein transmitting cwrent inventory data 



SI006 



CO 



from the in-store system to the host system further comprises either forwarding current inventory 
data to the subscriber system or storing the current inventory data in the host system for later 
access. 
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